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AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS ON COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE OF
UNIQUE CROPS IN ETHNIC MINORITY AREAS OF TIANZHU COUNTY
Wang Aimin' , Chen Qibing’

(1. Tianzhu agricultural technology extension center, Tianzhu Gansu 733200, China;

2. Wuwei agricultural technology extension center, Wuwei Gansu 733000, China )

Abstract Using the methods of the scale advantage index, yield comparative advantage index and comprehensive
comparative advantage index, this paper analyzed the comparative advantage of 3 main crops in Tianzhu County
from 2003 to 2012 with other counties. The results showed that: the potato and rape in Tianzhu county had obvious
comparative advantage; vegetables as a new industry had the scale comparative advantage and had the great devel-
opment potential. It suggested that it should seize historic opportunity of supporting the Tibetan construction and es-
tablishing the new Silk Road economy, and rely on the advantage of the northern rape edge area and northwest pota-
to advantage area, to strengthen production and the quality of products for the development of the characteristic ag-
riculture. At the same time, according to the good compound conditions of the producing areas, it should give full
play the advantages of the plateau climate resources, and comprehensively improve the agricultural crop production
efficiency and product quality in order to realize the sustainable development of agriculture industry health in ethnic
minority areas.

Keywords Tianzhu; ethnic minority areas; unique crops; comparative advantage; empirical analysis



